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July 26, 1984
U . S . ERA
Vant s sa Mnsgrave
230 S. Dearborn
I4th F loor
Ch i c a g o , I I 60604
RE: Adm in i s t r a t i v e consent order regard ing the Jo h n s -Md iw i l > c Sa l e s

Corporat ion Waukegan fac i l i ty .
Dear Ms. Musgrave,
The Lake County Economic Deve lopment Comm i s s i o n urges swift act ion by the
Env i ronmenta l Protect ion Agency, and by the John s -Manv i l i e Corpora t i on in the
use of Superfund ninnies to c lean up the ent i re Manv i l l e s i t e in Waukegan ,
i n c l ud i ng the asbes tos p i l e s , the Imioons and c h a n n e l s , and any con tam ina t i on
w i th i n the bu i l d i ng s . Our cal l for immediate and thoroueh act ion is based on
safe ty , recrea t iona l , and economic c on s i d e r a t i o n s .
1 )
We are concerned aoout the hea l th ha ra rd s i ro;n o i rborn asbe s to s from the
es t " i ra ted 600,000 *;ons of a sbe s to s c on t a i n i n g was t e wh i ch have been depos i ted
on th i s 120 acre s ite s ince 1923 . We are a l s o concerned about the re lease or
threat of re le?se of hazardous sub s tance s into the ground water . The a sbe s to s
p i l e is only 100 feet from Lake M i c h i g a n .
2} Recreat ion
Hundreds of f ifhernen us. : the Comnionwea 1 t.h E c l i i - t r : • t i s h i r ; ( j p i e r wh ich ' 's cr . ly a
few dozen yards from the asbes tos p i le . Hea l t h hazards to them from inha l i ng
a irborn asbes tos are unknown. In add i t i on , the Lake Mich i gan Shore l i ne P l a n ,pub l i shed in November, 1983 by the C i t y of Waukegan , the City of North Ch i cago
and the Waukegan Port Author i ty (copy attached) cal ls for ccntincus publ ic
acces s a long the s ho r e l i n e . No re spon s i b l e recreat ion or park agency wi l l
Deve l op the s ho r e l i n e here for publ i c acce s s s unti l the threat of
env i ronmen ta l hazard is removed. S ince the Chicago Metropo l i t an area is in
c r i t i c a l need of waterfront recreat iona l resources for its 7 M i l l i o n people ,
every day that th i s problf.ni goes unreso lved is a day of con t i nu i ng unmet
r e c r ea t i ona l need for this recreat ion-hungry popu l a t i on .
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3) Economi c COJTSi derat ions
I 'erhaps as much as a b i l l i o n do l lars in pub l i c and pr ivate investment is
po s s i b l e on the Waukegan/Nor t h Ch i cago l a k e f ron t . That inc ludes new mar i n a s ,
hotel and convent ion fac i l i t i e s , complet ion of the lakefront Parkway, mixed
use and re s i d en t i a l deve lopment . The ponds and lagoons of the Manv i l l e p l an t ,

cou ld , if c l eaned up, prov ide much needed
Real e s t a t e va lue of the property w i l l

apprec i a t e cons iderab ly once the s i t e i s c l e a n e d up.
Ir add i t ion to value of the Manv i l l e property i t se l f , the value of ne ighbor ing
propert i e s and , in fact , the image of lakefront commun i t i e s , i s i n t r i c a t e l y
tied to the hazardous waste problems at both Manv i l l e and Outboard Mar i n e . So
long as people cont inue to t h i n k of Wauk egan as the City of P C B ' s and
a s b e s t o s , we wi l l have an ungu ir .g nega t i v e image wh i ch makes the ta s k of
economic deve lopment a l l the more d i f f i c u l t .

now con ta i n i ng hazardous was te ,
ma r i n a space on the l ake f ron t .

sunmary
"or reasons of safety, r e c r e a t i o n , e conom i c c on s i d e r a t i o n s , we urge you
and the Manv i l l e Corpo r a t i o n to Make sw if t use of Super fund mon ies to
t h i s threat to the air and water of the I ' . ' . iukegan l a k e shor e .

romove

:. i nee re- iy ,
LAKE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
J. lj>W i am Baker , Cjw i rma n
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